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KANSAS CITY, KANSAS LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
February 1, 2021 

Minutes 
 

The Kansas City, Kansas Landmarks Commission met in regular session (via Zoom 
Meeting) on Monday, February 1, 2021, at 6:00 p.m., with the following members 
present: Mr. David Meditz, Chairman Presiding, Mr. Murrel Bland, Mr. Hank 
Chamberlain, Mr. Stephen Craddock, Ms. Beverly Easterwood (joined at 6:17 p.m.), Ms. 
Micki Hill, Mr. Jim Schraeder, Mr. Loren Taylor and Mr. Charles Van Middlesworth 
(Absent: French.)   Mr. Gunnar H. Hand, AICP, Director of Planning, Ms. Janet L. 
Parker, CSC/APC, Executive Assistant, and Mr. Daniel Kuhn, Assistant Counsel, were 
also present. 
 
Minutes of the December 7, 2020 meeting were approved as distributed.  
 
Application Starts at 3:30: 
 
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS APPLICATION #CA2021-001 – KELLY 
COLAHAN AND DANIEL LOCK - SYNOPSIS:  Certificate of Appropriateness for roof 
replacement (retroactive) on the Judge Louis R. Gates Residence at 4146 Cambridge 
Street, as a contributing property in the Hanover Heights Neighborhood Historic District, 
listed on the State Register of Historic Places (12/14/1988) and National Register of 
Historic Places (5/17/1990) and as an individual Historic Landmark on the State 
Register of Historic Places (7/3/1979), National Register of Historic Places. 
 
Detailed Outline of Requested Action: The applicants, Kelly Colahan and Daniel Lock, 
are requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for Addition/Alteration. The applicants 
propose the following Scope of Work, all of which has already been completed and will 
therefore require the retroactive application of a Certificate of Appropriateness: 
• Roof 
• Replacing the entire roof from bright red composite material to rustic hickory- 

colored laminated asphalt. 
 
Background of Historic Property: The Judge Louis Gates House was built in 1923. It 
was designed or built by Clarence E. Shepard and is named after its original resident, 
Judge Louis Gates. The property is a contributor to the Hanover Height Neighborhood 
Historic District and is an independently designated Historic Landmark. The property 
was listed as a Historic Landmark on the State Register on 7/3/1979 and on the 
National Register on 12/1/1989. The Hanover Heights Neighborhood Historic District 
was listed on the State Register on 12/14/1989 and on the National Register on 
05/17/1990; the property was included in this initial designation. 
 
Notable Features: The Kansas Historic Resources Inventory (KHRI) listed the 
architectural style of the subject property as Prairie School. The character-defining 
features of the primary residence, as listed on the KHRI profile, include the rectangle 
floor plan, a hip roof with wide overhanging eaves, a side entrance porch, and stucco 
façade. The National Register of Historic Places Inventory Nomination Form further 
states that the structure has a stone foundation, one-and-one-half (1 ½)-story stone 
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pylons, brick caps on the pylons, pillars, front window sill, and chimneys, six (6) 
windows with horizontal muntins on the front façade, and other similar windows lined 
with trim, and a three-and- one-half (3 ½)-foot roof overhang. These noted features 
and other characteristics of the Prairie School style must be preserved and 
maintained. Other features mentioned the KHRI profile for the property, the 
nomination form, or other relevant surveys or records must also be considered for 
their historical, architectural, or cultural significance. There is also a detached garage 
on the property. This garage was not mentioned in the National Register of Historic 
Places Inventory Nomination Form, which only made mention of a garage underneath 
the primary residence that was accessible from the rear yard. This leads Staff to 
believe that the garage was constructed after 1980 but before 2009, which is the 
earliest date that records of building permits for the property can be found on file.  
Additionally, the property’s application to the National Register of Historical Places 
Inventory notes that the single-family residences on the 4100 block of Cambridge 
Street were constructed between the 1910s and 1950s, and therefore are stylistically 
unrelated to each other. 
 
City Ordinance Requirements: Code of Ordinances, Chapter 27, Article IV, §§27-
80 – 27-169 
 
Code Enforcement History: A Notice of Violation for replacing roofing shingles on a 
Historic Landmark property and in a Historic District without the required Certificate of 
Appropriateness was issued on June 15, 2020. 
 
Present in Support: 
 
 Kelly Colahan, applicant, 4146 Cambridge Street, Kansas City, Kansas 66103 

 
Present in Opposition: 
 
 No one appeared 

 
Staff Recommendation Starts at 6:31:  Planning Director Hand stated that this is a 
retroactive permit.  When staff was reviewing a case last summer across the street, staff 
noticed that there was a roof replacement taking place on this historically designated 
property.  At that time the property was between the seller and buyer; staff reached out 
to both of them to let them know that a Certificate of Appropriateness was necessary for 
their roof replacement.  Staff has been working with the applicant the last several 
months on this application.  Staff recommends approval of this application. 
 
Mr. Colahan asked what the procedure would be if the color of the house changed and 
Director Hand stated that the code does not address the color of paint on the house but 
if a window was replaced for example, a Certificate of Appropriateness would be 
necessary. 
 
Chairman Meditz addressed questions to Staff regarding restrictions and funds 
available by the State as this house is on the State and National Registers.   
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Chairman Meditz asked the applicant if he was aware that this property was listed on 
the historic register and the requirements on a historic property.  Mr. Colahan stated no. 
 
Motion and Vote Starts at 13:54: 
 
On motion by Mr. Schraeder, seconded by Mr. Chamberlain, the Landmarks 
Commission voted as follows to APPROVE Certificate of Appropriateness #CA2021-
001: 
Bland:   Aye 
Chamberlain  Aye 
Craddock:  Aye 
Easterwood:  Not Present 
French:  Not Present 
Hill   Aye 
Meditz:  Chairman 
Schraeder:  Aye 
Taylor:  Aye   
Van Middlesworth: Aye 
Motion to APPROVE Passed: 7 to 0 
Subject to: 
 

1)  Given the property’s status as both a Historic Landmark and a 
contributing member of the Hanover Height Historic District, the 
applicants must contact the Department of Planning & Urban Design 
before engaging in future projects concerning the exterior of the 
property in order for Staff to determine the type of work being proposed 
and the documentation necessary to approve and/or record such work. 

 
Reports Start at 17:15: 
 
Commissioner Easterwood joined the Commission. 
 
Downtown Ordinance Outreach Subcommittee – Subcommittee Chairman 
Schraeder gave the November 18, 2020 report from the committee.  He also stated that 
the State has opened up the period for grant submittals.  Director Hand stated that the 
deadline for the submittals is March 31, 2001, and staff has not submitted requests for 
any grants due to budget constraints.  Staff was considering applying for a grant for a 
City-wide survey.  There is a local match; however, that is required for this 60/40 grant 
program.  The Landmarks Commission directed staff to pursue the State grant for a 
County-Wide survey. 
 
Staff Outreach Materials – Planning Director Hand presented the Commission with a 
draft of The Economic Benefits of Historic Designation Outreach handout.  Staff will 
send to the Commission for review and comment. 
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Vietnam Memorial at Wyandotte County Lake - Commissioner Hill presented her 
report and stated that she had not heard back from staff as to the legality of bringing in 
contractors, etc.  Chairman Meditz stated it is his understanding that the memorial is 
under the purview of the Parks and Recreation Department.  Director Hand stated that 
he sent an email to Chairman Meditz after he discussed the issue with Parks and 
Recreation.  He did not send the email to the entire Commission.  Staff is continuing to 
pursue this.  Commissioner Hill asked Director Hand to send her the email so she 
knows who to contact.  Director Hand stated staff can set an introductory meeting with 
Angel Obert and Jack Webb, who are currently sharing the duties as the Interim 
Directors of the Parks and Recreation Department. 
 
Update on 7th Street Methodist Episcopal Church at 1101 North 7th Street 
Trafficway – Commissioner Schraeder stated that he received a communication late 
this afternoon that he shared with Chairman Meditz and Planning Director Hand.  He 
read a portion of the letter from Dr. Moser into the record.  This property was on the tax 
sale last week and as no one bid on the property, it is being placed in the Unified 
Government Landbank.  Commissioner Schraeder stated that Dr. Moser has requested 
to speak to the Commission about KCKCC’s project.  He stated that he thinks Dr. Moser 
should be invited to attend the next meeting of the Landmarks Commission.  Chairman 
Meditz directed Secretary Parker to extend an invitation to Dr. Moser of KCKCC to 
make a presentation of their proposed project at the March 1, 2021 Landmarks 
Commission meeting. 
 
On motion by Mr. Schraeder, seconded Ms. Hill, the Commission instructed staff to 
request that the Board of Commissioners delay the transfer of this property until the 
Landmarks Commission can further discuss this property  
Bland:   Aye 
Chamberlain  Aye 
Craddock:  Aye 
Easterwood:  Aye 
French:  Not Present 
Hill   Aye 
Meditz:  Chairman 
Schraeder:  Aye 
Taylor:  Aye   
Van Middlesworth: Aye 
Motion APPROVED Passed: 8 to 0 
 
Landmarks Application Templates – Planning Director Hand stated that staff has 
updated the templates and will meet this week to review the updates to ensure they are 
working properly.  Staff will forward the templates to the Commission once they are 
finalized. 
 
Historic Preservation Regulations and Incentives – Director Hand discussed his 
draft report that was sent to the Commission last Friday.  He asked the Commission to 
review the document and send any comments and suggestions to staff.     
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Resolution in support of preserving the County’s architectural, cultural and 
ethnic heritage by the Board of Commissioners – Chairman Meditz tabled this 
matter until next month and asked the Commission members to think about this issue 
before next month’s meeting. 
 
The next meeting of the Commission will be Monday, March 1, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 


